Report  of  Richard  S.  MacHeieh  on  Interpretations  of 
Delaware  Prehistory.  Edited  by  J.  3.  Griffin 

The  southernmost  Delaware  unit  is  the  Unalachtigo.  As  far  as  I  was 
able  to  determine  when  I  did  the  original  survey,  materials  from  historic 
Unalachtigo  had  not  been  found  so  that  no  comments  can  be  made  in  regard 

to  their  prehistory. 

The  next  tribe  further  north,  the  Uruuni,  were  located  between,  the 
Delaware  Water  Gap  and  Trenton,  Hew  Jersey.  This  area  was  investigated 
by  Witthoft  and  MacReiah.  Hero  we  do  have  some  materials  that  were  found 
in  a  historical  context.  Specifically  at  Durham,  Pennsylvania  we  dug 
the  Diehl  site  that  had  some  small  amounts  of  historic  goods  in  associat¬ 
ion  with  strata  which  contained  aboriginal  pottery.  Whether  this  is  a 
definite,  historic  Unami  site  can  not  be  stated  sinoe  there  is  no  historic 
record  of  a  village  at  the  precise  location  of  the  excavation.  However, 
it  is  in  the  center  of  the  Unami  territory  during  the  early  historic 
period  and  is  in  the  area  of  the  early  historic  Unajni  village  near  Durham, 
Pennsylvania.  Pottery  from  this  cite  is  very  close  to  the  historic  Mohawk 
of  the  Fonda  Focus  in  southeastern  Hew  York.  The  other  artifacts,  however, 
are  very  different. 

In  the  same  area  as  the  Diehl  site  we  dug  the  stratified  Over peck 
site  which  is  located  a  short  distance  south  of  -Easton,  Pennsylvania  in 
the  Delaware  valley.  In  the  upper  levels  of  this  site  there  wee  a 
ceramic  complex  very  much  like  the  Fonda  Focus  Mohawk  and  obviously 
ancestral  to  the  pottery  at  the  Diehl  site.  Underneath  this  upper  layer 
and  separated  from  it  by  a  sand  layer  a  foot  thick  there  was  an  earlier 
complex  which  has  some  Owasco  affinities.  A  large  proportion  of  the 
pottery  looks  like  that  from  the  Bowmans  Brook  Focus  of  the  ITew  York  City 
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area  which  Carlyle  Smith  believes  spread  to  New  York  from  New  Jersey.  A 
pottery  type  with  incised  decoration  has  been  called  Overpeclc  Complicated 
Incised.  It  is  very  similar  to  sherds  from  Abbott  Farm.  There  are  also 
ceramic  traits  which  seem  to  be  incipient  Fonda  Focus  "Mohawk"  in  this 
middle  level  at  the  Ovorpeck  site.  It  is  hard  to  determine  Just  exactly 
where  this  earlier  complex  at  Overpeck  came  from  on  the  basis  of  our 
knowledge  of  the  early  horizons  in  central  Hew  York  or  from  western  Pennsyl¬ 
vania.  The  materials  from  the  Abbott  Farm  near  Trenton  offer  the  best 
possibility  of  a  region  for  development  of  this  Overpeck  complex.  The 
exact  steps  of  the  development  are  still  to  be  worked  out,  perhaps  even 
the  key  sites  have  not  yet  been  dug.  It  should  be  mentioned  that  a  single 
pit  in  the  lower  levels  of  the  Overpeck  site  produced  Vinette  I  pottery 
(the  earliest  Woodland  pottery  of  the  northeast)  and  a  fish-tailed  point. 

Moving  northward  we  reach  the  Munsee,  a  group  who  were  in  contact 
with  Europeans  for  quite  a  while.  Their  villages  are  much  better  docu¬ 
mented.  Numerically,  they  were  probably  larger  than  the  Unarai  and  the 
Unalachtigo  put  together.  The  best  documented  village  of  the  early 
historic  period  is  the  Bell-Phi  lower,  just  south  of  Port  Jervis,  where 
Ritchie  and  Carpenter  dug.  This  site  is  rather  complex  from  the  stand¬ 
point  of  stratigraphy  in  that  there  seems  to  be  no  thick  layer  of  refuse 
in  any  of  the  sample  area.  There  are  a  series  of  pits  extending  down 
from  the  surface  and  fortunately  some  of  these  are  dug  in  to  pits  which 
in  turn  overlap  with  others,  so  that  a  general  sequence  can  be  worked 
out.  The  sequence,  as  far  as  can  be  determined  by  the  work  done  under 
Ritchie's  direction  and  the  pottery  that  I  studied  from  the  pits,  is 
as  follows.  The  earliest  materials  are  on  an  ^vasco  level  with  most  of 
the  ceramic  resemblances  connecting  with  Castle  Creek.  The  next  stage 
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Is  what  Ritchie  calls  Castle  Creek  Spigonus.  This  looks  very  much  like 
the  Clasons  Point  Focus  pottery  of  the  Few  York  City  area  which  Carlyle 
Smith  believes  is  a  development  from  the  preceding  Rowmans  Erook  horizon 
and  similar  levels  in  central  Few  Jersey.  The  final  prehistoric  ceramic 
complex  at  Bell-Philhover  is  very  similar  to  the  Fonda  Focus  "Mohawk", 
though  there  are  specific  Mohawk  types  which  are  not  present.  This  may 
have  been  because  Ritchie  did  not  excavate  any  pits  which  had  both 
historic  and  aboriginal  objects  in  direct  association.  However,  Heye 
and  Pepper  did  report  such  an  association,  as  did  Mr.  Charles  Phi Ih over 
who  lives  on  the  site,  Philhower’s  pottery  and  that  in  the  Heye  Museum 
looks  very  much  like  Mohawk.  It  should  be  added  that  most  of  the  other 
artifacts  in  the  complex  from  the  Bell-Philhower  site  do  not  look  like 
Mohawk.  This  is  true  praticularly  of  the  pipes  and.  of  some  of  the  bone 
work. 

With  this  rough  developmental  sequence  of  the  Unami -Munsee  at  hand 
let  us  try  to  interpret  them  as  a  possible  movement  of  peoples.  The 
Unami,  specifically,  look  like  they  have  been  in  central  Few  Jersey  for 
a  considerable  time,  and  were  located  in  central  and  coastal  Few  Jersey 
west  to  the  Delaware  River.  Anything  earlier  than  that  which  might  be 
Unami  can  not  be  traced.  However,  the  Munsee  look  like  a  very  different 
situation.  If  we  take  Ritchie’s  hypothesis  that  they  developed  out  of 
Castle  Creek  to  Castle  Creek  Hpigonus,  it  would  seem  that  they  have  an 
Ovasco  ancestry  and  moved  in  from  the  north  and  west  to  the  area  of  Port 
Jervis  and  there  developed  the  final  stages  of  their  culture  which  comes 
up  into  historic  times.  If,  however,  the  Castle  Creek  Spigonus  does  not 
develop  from  a  Castle  Creek  group  which  moved  in  from  Hew  York  then  we 
would  plot  the  Munsee  as  coming  from  somewhere  out  of  the  central  Hew 
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Jersey  Kiddle  Woodland  horizon,  developing  Clasons  Point  culture  on  about 
the  Castle  Creek  time  level  and  then  participating  in  the  development  of 
the  “Iroquois'1  complex  in  about  historic  times.  It  might  very  veil  be 
that  the  Clasons  Point  complex  and  Castle  Creek  Epigonus  are  ancestral 
to  the  Mohawk-like  cultures  of  northern  Hew  Jersey  but  are  not  necessarily 
a  development  from  the  early  Castle  Creek-Ovasco  of  central  Hew  York. 

Hone  of  these  developmental  hypotheses  have  been  proved  ana  would  take  a 
great  deal  of  excavation,  comparing  of  trait  lists,  and  some  crystal  ball 
gazing  before  they  could  be  proved. 

As  far  as  the  Walum  Olum  Is  concerned,  a  long  migration  does  not 
seem  to  apply  to  the  Unami  unless  their  movements  took  place  on  a  very 
early  level  such  as  Early  Woodland.  The  Bitchie  hypothesis  concerning 
the  development  of  the  Iroquois  in  connection  with  Ovasco  could  be  tied 
up  with  some  sort  of  shift,  from  say  out  of  Ontario,  across  the  St. 
Lawrence  and  on  into  the  Port  Jervis  area.  With  this  hypothesis  in 
mind,  the  original,  documented  migration  myth  might  be  re-examined  and 
the  large  river,  such  as  the  Mississippi,  might  be  reinterpreted  as  the 
St.  Lawrence.  Again  I  say  that  the  whole  development  that  Bitchie  has 
proposed  is  a  hypothetical  one  and  an  alternative  has,  I  think,  a  very 
good  case.  That  is  that,  like  the  Unami,  the  Clasons  Point-early  Munsee 
material  had  its  origin  and  development  in  northern  2~ew  Jersey.  There 
was  a  very  slight  northward  shift  of  the  Munsee  in  breaking  off  from  the 
Unami  who  were  located  in  central  Hew  Jersey.  Certainly  if  the  Unami  and 
Munsee  separated  from  a  single  common  stock  it  would  be  very  difficult 
to  connect  this  with  the  Overpeck  materials  as  Unami,  and  the  Castle  Creek 
Focus  materials  as  Munsee.  Any  connection  or  separation  would  have  to  go 
back  a  long  distance  in  time  before  these  levels.  If,  however,  Clasons 
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Point  and.  not  Castle  Creek  ie  the  direct  ancestor  of  the  Hunsee  we  might 
have  a  tie  "between  the  Munsee  and  the  Unami  in  Middle  Woodland  tines  in 
some  complex  like  the  Middle  Woodland  pottery  levels  of  the  Abbott  Farm 
near  Trenton.  To  me,  in  terms  of  breaking  off  of  tribes  and  natural 
development,  this  seems  more  likely. 

The  study  of  Iroquois  pottery  and  other  artifacts  in  central  Hew 
Tork  was  very  closely  tied  up  with  the  study  of  the  Delaware,  particularly 
the  Munsee.  This  is  true  for  two  reasons.  First  of  all,  in  terms  of 
the  actual  development  of  the  Iroquois,  and  second,  in  terms  of  the 
influence  of  the  Iroquois  on  the  Delaware.  Let  us  go  back  a  few  years 
and  look  at  the  hypotheses  concerning  the  sequences  in  Hew  York.  For 
many  years  it  was  assumed,  I  say  assumed  because  there  was  no  evidence 
for  it,  that  the  first  three  general  periods  in  Hew  York  were  Algonkiaa, 
called  Algonkian  I,  II,  III.  These  were  later  translated  into  the 
McKern  classification  as  the  Laurentian  Phase,  the  Point  Peninsula  Focus 
of  the  Vine  Valley  Aspect,  and  the  Ouasco  Aspect.  Iroquois  was  regarded 
as  a  foreign  culture  which  came  into  Hew  York  from  the  west,  invading 
Hew  York  and  replacing  the  Algonkims.  Ritchie  in  his  19^4-  report  on 
the  pre-Iroquois  horizons  in  Hew  York  carried  this  hypothesis  further 
in  suggesting  that  the  Owasco  culture,  particularly  the  Castle  Creek 
Focus  was  ancestral  to  Munsee  and  that  they  were  the  group  pushed  out  of 
eastern  Hew  York  into  northern  Hew  Jersey. 

However,  a  close  and  careful  study  of  the  *roquois  had  never  been 
made,  so  we  endeavored  to  go  through  the  tremendous  amount  of  Iroquois 
material  in  various  museums  and  collectors'  hands  and  to  study  and  analyse 
this  vast  reservoir  of  data.  This  was  a  long,  painstaking,  and  somewhat 
frustrating  Job,  because  many  of  the  large  collections  were  not  in  good 


•U,  u  Si  V  ■  *1  jJfrr.  JO  -.e,.W,  r  ■  ?  t!  '■  ^  '  ■  : 

'***(  ** 

.  .  •'  ;  ■  •  O 

I* 

. 

•lit  *>  tr*#  «f  -  -V’,;-  •  •  -#*«*  • 

*  ■  , 
f  *■••?•. 

.  „  :  ;{'v<£ 

J  '  ■•  c-"'n-  I 

.  .  1  '  * 

■ 

. 

•  /*■*  ■  ^nUsso  *  •• 

. 

■  ~  v^y 

.  ■  •  -  .  '•  ■  -■.  •  r.v.  -** 

MWTierwx  Mii  a -  -  ;  ** 

•• 

. 

- 


condition.  Eventually  we  were  able  to  differentiate  specific  ceramic 
complexes  that  belong  to  specific  Iroquois  tribes  on  the  basis  of  the 
pottery  from  various  documented  historic  Iroquois  sites.  We  also  began 
to  get  hints  of  developments  of  these  specific  Iroquois  tribes  from  the 
preceding  Owasco  period.  I  think  now,  with  rare  exceptions,  that  all 
the  workers  in  the  New  York  State  area  are  in  agreement  that  Iroquois 
developed  from  some  sort  of  Owasco  in  the  New  York-southern  Ontario  area. 

Additional  support  for  this  hypothesis  is  that  there  seems  to  be 
no  good  ancestor  outside  the  general  Sew  York  area  for  the  Iroquois  complex 
This  of  course  completely  negates  the  theory  that  the  Iroquois  were  late 
invaders  or  that  there  was  a  major  displacement  of  Algonkian  peoples  from 
Sew  York.  Furthermore,  the  Owasco  Aspect  seems  to  nave  developed  from 
loint  Peninsula  in  this  same  area,  and  was  not  a  migratory  cultural 
movement.  In  other  words,  the  Iroquois,  or  their  cultural  ancestors, 
have  been  in  central  New  York  and  southern  Ontario  from  Middle  Woodland 
times  up  to  the  present. 

Now,  going  back  and  looking  at  the  Algonkian  and  Delaware  developments 
we  have  had  very  recently  quite  a  bit  of  work  done  along  that  line,  part¬ 
icularly  of  the  Coastal  Algonkians  of  lower  New  England,  southeastern 
Few  York,  and  New  Jersey.  In  those  areas,  on  the  Midale  Woodland  horizon 
we  have  something  different  from  Point  Peninsula  of  central  New  York, 
though  obviously  related  on  a.  general  level.  We  have  also  in  west  central 
New  Jersey  and  eastern  Pennsylvania  a  complex  quite  different  from  "classic 
Point  Peninsula  though  similar  in  general  traits.  These  materials  wnich 
are  not  specifically  like  Point  Peninsula  seem  to  be  ancestral  to  the 
various  historic  Algonkians  of  each  area  including  the  Delaware.  Sow 
what  does  tld  s  mean  in  terms  of  movements  of  peoples?  Certainly  the 
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evidence  does  not  indicate  that  the  Iroquois  invaded  central  New  York 
and  pushed  Algonkinns  into  northern  and  southern  New  Jersey.  In  other 
words,  the  Delaware  do  not  have  to  he  derived  from  cultures  in  the  New 
York  axe a  in  Point  Peninsula  or  Owasco  times,  for  the  Woodland  cultures 
have  had  a  long  development  in  the  historic  Delaware  area. 

When  you  look  to  the  west  for  connections  for  these  eastern  Algonkian 
and  Delaware  materials  you  have  to  push  hack  to  at  least  Early  Woodland 
times.  The  best  connections  to  the  west  seem  to  "be  on  the  Early  Woodland 
horison  with  connections  between  units  such  as  Middlesex  and  early  Adena. 
The  early  Abbott  Farm  ceramics  that  seem  to  be  on  a  Middle  Woodland 
horizon  in  a  superficial  way  look  like  Ohio  and  Illinois  Kopewell,  but 
the  resemblance  is  a  general  one  on  the  sane  level  as  the  connection  of 
Abbott  Farm  early  pottery  to  Point  Peninsula. 

As  far  ab  the  Algonkians  and  the  Delaware  are  concerned,  I  would  be 
much  more  inclined  to  pit  the  movement  back  in  time  to  some  sort  of  an 
archaic-pre-pottery  level.  One  point  in  favor  of  that  is  that  the  earl¬ 
iest  pre-pottery  levels  from  Maine,  Massachusetts,  New  York  and  Few  Jersey 
are  very  similar  and  could  represent  a  pan-Algonkirn  culture.  This 
culture  is  tied  together  by  such  diagnostic  traits  as  the  contracting 
stem  points,  the  corner  removed  points  and  other  general  scraper  and  bone 
materials.  This  is  a  coastal  archaic  and  is  specifically  different  from 
Lamoka  and  from  the  Laurent ian  pre-pottery  materials  of  central  New  York 
and  southern  Ontario. 

Turning  to  physical  anthropology,  there  is  further  evidence  which 
should  throw  light  on  the  movements  of  people.  That  is,  the  possibility 
of  the  Middlesex-Adena  representing  the  movement  of  the  Delawaxe  and 
Algonkianp  into  the  New  Jersey  area.  We  do  have  some  materials  which 
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hare  'bean  studied  quite  some  years  ago  from  the  historic  Munsee.  These 
*re  what  1'evumann  has  called  the  general  Sylvid  physical  type.  The 
Middlesex,  Adena,  Bed  Ochre  of  central  Illinois,  and  incidentally  a  few 
Laurentinn  skulls  (three  genuine  Laurentian  skulls)  are  all  Centralid. 

That  certainly  would  argue  strongly  against  the  Middlesex-Adena  peoples 
being  ancestral  to  such  as  the  Munsee.  However,  the  physical  type  of 
Early  Archaic  along  the  coastal  area  is  Sylvid  like  that  of  the  historic 
Munsee  and  possibly  the  TJnami  and  the  Unalachtigo.  The  Point  Peninsula 
physical  types  are  most  interesting.  Again  we  are  working  with  a  limited 
and  not  too  good  sample.  But  the  early  Point  Peninsula  we  have,  and  I 
believe  that  the  number  is  less  than  five,  are  roundheaded  and  mesocephalic 
somewhat  similar  to  Centralid.  As  we  come  into  middle  Point  Peninsula,  we 
have  less  Centralids  but  mesocephalics  and  longheaded  Sylvids.  By  late 
Point  Peninsula  times  we  seem  to  have  actual  Sylvids,  just  like  Owasco. 
Incidentally,  the  Iroquois,  like  the  Delaware  and  the  Owasco,  are  Sylvid 
in  physical  type.  The  early  eastern  Centralid  physical  type,  represented 
by  early  Point  Peninsula,  was  apparently  bred  out  of  existence.  Ceorg 
Neumann * s  work  should  aive  more  adecuate  information  on  this  point. 
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The  Delaw  re  In  Light  of  a  Survey  of  Iroquois  Archaeology  a  d 
cn  Analysis  of  New  York  State  Per amice 

by  Richard  acKelsh 

At  rry  Introduction  to  this  study,  one  fact  was  readily  ap¬ 
parent.  The  at  rial  remains  from  the  Mini 'ink  Inland  area  (Hun* 
ci«>,  found  by  Heye  and  pepper,  the  remains  at  Kingston  (Saopus), 
found  by  Car renter,  and  the  remains  from  the  urface  survey  of 
Unomi  territory  by  Vitthoft  were  exceedingly  similarto,  if  not 
identical  to  that  of  the  Iroquois.  The3e  resemblances  raised 
problems  which  had  to  be  solved  before  any  clear  picture  of  Dela¬ 
ware  prehistory  could  be  formed. 

Briefly,  th  problems  were: 

1)  That  tribe  of  the  Iroquois  did  the  Delaware  remains 

resemble? 

2)  "hen  did  the  Delaware  receive  this  Iroquois  material 

culture? 

3)  /hat  was  the  process  by  which  the  Delaware  acquired 
this  Material  culture? 

f  fi* 

4)  That  light  would  this  data,  further  work  on  Delaware 
sites,  and  reanalysis  of  earlier  Hew  York  material  shed  on  the 

alum  plum  end  te  prehistory  of  the  Delaware? 

The  most  likely  ethod  for  a  solution  of  the  Ire  problems  was 
a  survey  of  the  extant  Iroquois  material  remains#  previous  work 

on  the  Iroquois  had  been  such  that  it  pres  nted  no  definitive  or 
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relieble  answers.  Thus  it  was  necessary  to  analyse  the  actual 
specimens  site  by  site. 

Starting  in  the  middle  of  April,  1947,  I  went  to  Ontario 
and  the  northeastern  United  States  and  studied  these  archaeological 
remains  in  museums  and  amateur  collections.  AL1  in  all,  150  coll# 
ections  from  300  Iroquois  sites  were  examined.  In  surveying  the 
re  a ins  from  sach  site,  all  the  stylistic  features  of  the  pot¬ 
tery  were  recorded  and  analysed,  the  pipes  and  other  rt if acts 
roughly  classified  and  recorded,  and  types  or  range  of  variation 
of  all  th-  above  data  photographed.  The  photographs  and  records 
of  each  site  were  then  filed  in  a  portable  cabinet  to  await  final 
analysis  and  tribal  and  temporal  ola  sificatlon.  Emphasis  was 
plfced  on  studying  artif  ctsffehm  sites  that  could  by  identified 
with  tribal  groups.  This  survey  continued  until  July  1st,  at 
which  time  th  •  travelling  expenses  were  depleted  an!  the  exca¬ 
vations  began. 

During  July  and  Auguat,  John  Vltthoft  and  I  excavated  two 
sites.  At  this  time  I  was  acting  as  director  of  excavations  for  t 
the  Museum  of  Anthropology  of  the  university  of  ichlgan;  John 
•itt  oft  represented  the  tate  of  Pennsylvania  and  the  Indiana 
Historical  Society.  The  first  site  excavated  the  DIe$$ie  site,  . 
had  been  discovered  the  previous  year  by  Vltthoft  and  tentatively 
identified  as  a  Unoml  village.  Excavation  tended  to  conform 
this  conclusion.  The  second  excavation,  seen  the  previous  year 
but  not  noted  as  significant,  was  the  Overpeck  site.  Forther 
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survey,  however,  rev 3a led  It  to  be  of  importance,  and  excavation 
disclosed  a  3tratifl®d  village,  with  the  uppermost  levels  bearing 
miterials  si  ilsr  to  Dlehle’s,  but  prehistoric* 

lines  John  vitthoft  is  analyzing-  these  materials,  I  will  not  fur¬ 
ther  d esc riba  the  summer's  work. 

In  September,  I  bogan  my  analysis  of  the  Iroquois  materials. 

In  studying  the  data  I  used  the  Direct  Historic  Aoproach.  That 
is,  first  I  studied,  analyzed,  and  compared  nites  that  could  be  ids 
identified  with  hi  !toric  Iroquois  villages.  From  this  study,  it 
was  possible  to  delineate  the  features  of  material  culture  distinc¬ 
tive  of  each  of  the  Iroquois  trib&i.  groups.  Next,  artifacts  from 
prehistoric  Iroquois  sites  were  compared  with  the  historic  ones. 
Fro-  this  tawas  able  to  determine  the  tribal  identifications  of 
prehistoric  sites,  and  also  to  arrange  the  prehistoric  sites  in 
chronological  order*  the  latest  prehistoric  sited  of  any  tribe 
being  most  similar  to  the  historic  ones.  Thus  this  study  allow¬ 
ed  me  to  establish  typos  of  functionally  related  features  which 
were  based  upon  tribal  and  temporal  signif i canoe*  In  other  words, 
it  was  o  sslble  to  identify  artifacts  or  artifact  types  as  to 
tneir  tribal  affiliations  as  well  as  their  tfcme  period.  These 
results  were  then  used  in  studying  the  Delaware,  particularly  the 
recent l v  excavated  Funcle,  tlsopus,  and  -u no mi  materials. 

At  this  time  (early  in  October),  I  felt  that  more  data  was 
needed  and  a  reanalysls  of  the  New  York.  State  materials,  partic- 
ularly  the  ceramics,  was  necessary.  It  was  also  hoped  that  this 
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additional  information  might  load  to  some  tentative  conclusions 
concerning  Iroquois  orehi story,  hinted  at  in  the  previous  work 
connected  with  the  Delaware-Iroquols  survey.  Therefore,  at  my 
own  expense  (as  was  the  analysis  in  September),  I  study id  further 
materials  from  Iroquois  sited.  ith  the  cooperation  and  assistance 
of  Dr.  qitchle,  I  also  studied  an  adequate  sample  of  ceramics  from 
all  pottery-making  horizons  in  New  York  state.  This  study  was  com¬ 
pleted  in  December. 

My  study  has  lefinitely  solved  the  first  two  probLems  (stated 
at  t  ^e  beginning  of  this  paper)  and  has  produced  tentative  conclu¬ 
sions  concerning  the  others.  The  materials(  especially  ceramio)  frQm 
the  latest  levels  of  the  Bell-Philhower  site  (probably  uncle)  are 
typologically  definitely  Mohawk.  Furthermore,  the»a  remains  are 
predominately  prehistoric  Mohawk  typos.  There  are  also  a  few  Oneida- 
Onondaga  trade  sherds.  The  artifacts  from  the  Diehls  site  (Unomi) 
ere  Mohawk  of  historic  and  late  orehi storlo  types.  The  materials 
from  the  site  near  Kingston  (  Esopus) ,  dug  by  Schaeffer  and  Carpenter 
are  also  typologically  entirely  Mohawk.  The  oompiexdB  from  this 

site  are  rath  or  unusual  in  that  the  csraraics  include  the  complete 
range  of  Mohawk  types  from  earliest  late-prehistoric  into  historic 
times.  No  Mohawk  site  has  such  a  complete  range.  The  materials 
from  this  oit3  either  represent  a  consld  r  hie  length  of  prehist¬ 
oric  and  historic  occupation  or  the  Esopus  peoole  continued  to 
use  earlier  Mohawk  types  along  with  late  historic  types. 

he  Unomi,  Esopus,  and  uncle  took,  acquired  or  developed 
a  Mohawk  material  culture  at  different  times.  The  Unomi  appear 
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4)  Castle  Creek  and  ohawk  have  60%  of  their  trais  in 
common,  and  owasco  and  Iroquois  have  almost  as  many  in  common. 

In  both  cases,  a  genetic  connection  i3  indicated. 

5)  On  the  basis  of  ay  survey  there  is  no  other  region  out 
the  CastleCreek  area  that  has  materials  that  can  be  con -trued  to 

ancestral  to  theMQhawk. 

Thus  is  appears  that  the  "uncle  and  Mohawk  have  Long  had 
the  same  material  culture  and,  very  likely,  a  common  development. 
Furthermore,  Castle  Creek  appears  to  have  grown  out  of  Canandai¬ 
gua;  thus  o  r  knowledge  of  '/ohawk*','uncie  material  culture  may  by 
p  shed  back  even  farther.  The  ceramic  studies  by  Pifcohie  and  my¬ 
self  hint  that  the  Canandaigua  focus  possibly  level oped  out  of 
point  peninsula.  If  this  is  thus,  then  the  period  of  common  devel¬ 
opment  of  "'ohawk  and  Funcie  is  even  still  greater.  However,  further 
work  on  this  problem  Is  certainly  necessary. 

The  Unomi  seem  to  have  acquired  Mohawk  ceramic  styles  at  a 
late  date  t  rough  the  process  of  diffusion.  The  developmental 
st&ges  of  Unomi  culture  wiil  be  found  in  New  jersey.  Much  more 
analysis  of  the  materials  from  that  area  as  well  as  excavations 
of  key  sites  are  required. 

The  Ssopus  aterial3  are  rather  difficult  to  explain  on  the 
basis  of  the  present  evidence.  Superficially,  the  development 
of  this  culture  appears  as  though  it  might  have  paralleled  that 
of  the  Muncle  (and  -ohawk). 

Any  attempt  to  understand  the  Valuzn  Olum  in  light  of  the 
archaeological  data  hinges  upon  one  key  problem.  'Pilch  group  of 


the  Delaware  Invent  ?d  and  preserved  the  Valum  Olum?  This  is  a 
problem  for  the  ethnologist,  ethno-historian,  and  linguist.  The 
best  that  the  archaeologist  can  do  is  suggest  possible  interpre¬ 
tations  of  the  /alum  Qlum  in  light  of  the  archaeologioaily-deter- 
mlned  chronologies  and  movements  of  the  various  Delaware  groups. 
Archaoological  a  idence  indicated  that  the  Muncie  moved  down  into 
northern  "ew  Jersey  from  the  northwest.  At  a  rather  late  date, 
the  Mohawk,  who  had  a  similar  material  culture  and  were  probabby 
their  neighbors,  went  northeast.  At  the  time  of  this  separation, 
both  groups  had  a  Castle-Creek-like  material  cult’  re.  Previous 
to  this  time,  there  is  evidence  that  a  ossiely  proto-Castle 
Creek  culture  ( Canandaigua- Point  peninsula)  shifted  down  from  a 
Lake  Ontario  region  to  the  Binghamton,  N.Y. ,  area.  This  tentative 
scheme  of  migration  hould  be  compared  with  the  travels  recorded 
In  th  alum  olum.  This  interpretation  is  conje  tural  and  should 
be  checked  by  further  archaeological  activity. 

If  the  Walum  Olum  come3  from  the  Unoml,  then  the  history  is 
entirely  different.  For  the  Unoal  seem  to  have  developed  in  th3lr 
own  area  (central  New  jersey)  from  a  Middle  Woodland  base.  If  this 
is  true,  then  the  migration  legend  can  be  understood  only  by  an 
investigation  of  iddle  V  odland  in  New  Jersey  and  Pennsylvania. 

The  Esopus  and  unalachtigo  material  remains  await  investigation. 

In  conclusion,  one  fact  is  apparent.  So  far  we  have  only 
defined  the  problems.  Ve  know  a  little  about  the  late  Muncie  and 
historic  Unorai.  Work  should  proceed  from  this  point. 

1)  Ethnologists  and  linguists  must  decidewhat  group  of 
Delaware  possessed  the  '/alum  Olum. 
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2)  if  the  Unami  possessed  the  Walum  olum,  then  key  sites 


connecting  Overpacli  II  materials  with  Middle  Vohdland  sites  should 
be  investigated. 

3)  If  the  ^alum  Olum  belonged  to  the  Muncie,  three  sets  of 
studies  should  be  carried  out: 

a)  Sites  with  early  Castle  CreeloC  nandalgua  materials 
should  be  investigated  in  the  southern  New  York  area. 

b)  Late  Point  Penlnsula-Canandalgua  village  sites  should 
be  inv  otlgat^d  in  central  New  York  or  Canada. 

c)  E-rly  or  developmental  Point  peninsula  village  sites 
should  be  investigated  in  Canada. 

4)  If  the  Unalachtlgo  po3 sessed  the  '?alum  Olum,  then  his¬ 
toric  sited  in  that  area  should  be  dug,  and  further  work  would 


r 


proceed  on  the  nasis  of  those  materials.  (The  same  stateoant  oan 
be  made  concerning  the  Esopua) • 
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